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Respect for Marriage Act 
 (RMFA) Facts

Repeals the Clinton-era Defense of MarriageRepeals the Clinton-era Defense of Marriage
ActAct    (DOMA) which protected states rights to(DOMA) which protected states rights to
maintain the definition of traditional marriage.maintain the definition of traditional marriage.  

DOMA was struck down in two separateDOMA was struck down in two separate
Supreme Court cases. The majority ruling inSupreme Court cases. The majority ruling in
United States v. WindsorUnited States v. Windsor struck down marriage struck down marriage
being defined as "one man and one woman"being defined as "one man and one woman"  
  while the ruling in while the ruling in Obergefell v. HodgesObergefell v. Hodges  
  asserted that all states must recognize same-asserted that all states must recognize same-
sex marriage nullifying DOMA altogether.sex marriage nullifying DOMA altogether.    

Even though religious exemptions were placedEven though religious exemptions were placed
in the Senate version of the RMFA, they arein the Senate version of the RMFA, they are
weak. These protections only cover religiousweak. These protections only cover religious
institutions and organizations; not independentinstitutions and organizations; not independent
business owners, adoption agencies, foster carebusiness owners, adoption agencies, foster care
organizations, and more.organizations, and more.
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https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/


The House and Senate versions are different.The House and Senate versions are different.
The House version includes no religiousThe House version includes no religious
exemptions. Even if the Senate version passes,exemptions. Even if the Senate version passes,
both chambers will need to compromise on theboth chambers will need to compromise on the
language in the final bill. This means that evenlanguage in the final bill. This means that even
the weak religious exemptions could bethe weak religious exemptions could be
stripped out.stripped out.    

Senator Mike Lee (R-Utah) has introduced anSenator Mike Lee (R-Utah) has introduced an
amendment that will protect all individuals'amendment that will protect all individuals'
religious freedoms.religious freedoms.    While he disagrees with theWhile he disagrees with the
basic premise of this bill, he wants to safeguardbasic premise of this bill, he wants to safeguard
Americans if the bill passes.Americans if the bill passes.  

Respect for Marriage Act 
 (RMFA) Facts continued

The RMFA does not include explicit language toThe RMFA does not include explicit language to
protect individuals' religious freedoms. Itprotect individuals' religious freedoms. It
actually allows for civil enforcement by stateactually allows for civil enforcement by state
Attorneys General and private rights of actionAttorneys General and private rights of action
by aggrieved individuals.by aggrieved individuals.  
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Who is threatened 
under this bill? 

Foster Care Agencies

Adoption Agencies

Bakers

Web Designers

Florists

Photographers

AND MANY, MANY MORE!

Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado
Civil Rights Commission

Fulton v. City of Philadelphia

Chelsey Nelson Photography v. Louisville-
Jefferson County Metro Government 

303 Creative v. Elenis

New Hope Family Services v. James 

Arlene's Flowers v. State of
Washington
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https://adflegal.org/case/masterpiece-cakeshop-v-elenis
https://adflegal.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-foster-care-case-supreme-court
https://adflegal.org/case/chelsey-nelson-photography-v-louisville-jefferson-county-metro-government
https://adflegal.org/case/chelsey-nelson-photography-v-louisville-jefferson-county-metro-government
https://adflegal.org/article/when-will-it-stop-colorado-censors-web-designer-working-according-her-religious-convictions?sourcecode=10025107_r200
https://adflegal.org/case/new-hope-family-services-v-james
https://adflegal.org/case/new-hope-family-services-v-james
https://adflegal.org/case/arlenes-flowers-v-state-washington


Current Status of Bill 

House: Passed 267-157
with 47 Republicans voting in favor

Senate: Passed a cloture vote 62-37
The final floor vote is expected to

happen in early December. 

12 Senate Republicans Who
Voted in Favor of Cloture

Blunt (MO)
Burr (NC)

Capito (WV)
Collins (ME)

Ernst (IA)
Lummis (WY)

Murkowski (AK)
Portman (OH)
Romney (UT)
Sullivan (AK) 

Tillis (NC)
Young (IN)
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https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022373
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022373
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1172/vote_117_2_00356.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1172/vote_117_2_00356.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1172/vote_117_2_00356.htm


SEN. LEE'S DEAR
COLLEAGUE

LETTER

EAGLE FORUM'S
SCORE LETTER

EAGLE FORUM'S
ACTION ALERT

Important Links and Media
BILL TEXT
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SENATE AMENDMENT
TO BILL (COLLINS

AMDT) 

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr8404/BILLS-117hr8404pcs.pdf
https://www.lee.senate.gov/services/files/7BBDBA04-B17A-4DC1-9BEC-75E733F37A5F
https://www.lee.senate.gov/services/files/7BBDBA04-B17A-4DC1-9BEC-75E733F37A5F
https://eagleforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Respect-for-Marriage-Act-Senate-2022-Score.pdf
https://eagleforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Respect-for-Marriage-Act-Senate-2022-Score.pdf
https://eagleforum.org/publications/alerts/2022-archives/ask-your-senators-to-vote-no-on-disrespect-for-marriage-bill.html
https://eagleforum.org/publications/alerts/2022-archives/ask-your-senators-to-vote-no-on-disrespect-for-marriage-bill.html
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr8404/BILLS-117hr8404pcs.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/KIN22420_1114.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/KIN22420_1114.pdf


USCCB ARTICLE
ADF'S KRISTEN
WAGGONER'S

ARTICLE ON THE
RMFA 

FACT CHECKING BY
HERITAGE

FOUNDATION 

Important Links and Media

RMFA DISRESPECTS
FAITHFUL

AMERICANS
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RMFA IS TYRANNY

https://www.usccb.org/Dolan-Respect-for-Marriage-Act-Stacks-Deck-against-Religious-Freedom
https://www.usccb.org/Dolan-Respect-for-Marriage-Act-Stacks-Deck-against-Religious-Freedom
https://wng.org/opinions/no-respect-for-religious-freedom-in-respect-for-marriage-act-1668861516
https://wng.org/opinions/no-respect-for-religious-freedom-in-respect-for-marriage-act-1668861516
https://wng.org/opinions/no-respect-for-religious-freedom-in-respect-for-marriage-act-1668861516
https://www.dailysignal.com/2022/11/17/fact-checking-7-claims-by-defenders-of-democrats-marriage-bill/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2022/11/17/fact-checking-7-claims-by-defenders-of-democrats-marriage-bill/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2022/11/17/fact-checking-7-claims-by-defenders-of-democrats-marriage-bill/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/11/22/the-respect-for-marriage-act-disrespects-faithful-americans/
https://thefederalist.com/2022/11/22/the-respect-for-marriage-act-disrespects-faithful-americans/
https://wng.org/opinions/no-respect-for-religious-freedom-in-respect-for-marriage-act-1668861516
https://thefederalist.com/2022/11/22/the-respect-for-marriage-act-is-an-exercise-in-tyranny-and-everyone-knows-it/

