
 

In Defense of Capitalism and the Constitution:   
Taking Back Our Government from Unelected Bureaucrats 

Presented to Eagle Forum at Eagle Council XLVII 
Emmett McGroarty, September 29, 2018 

 

  

Individual vs. State 

China remains oppressive but powerful.  Russia is ruled by a thug. Through violence, 

culture, and politics, Christianity and Judaism are under attack in the Middle East, 

Africa, Europe, Asia and here at home. The world is disintegrating into chaos.  And 

the gifts of western civilization are in peril. 

  

Against all this, there’s a fundamental truth of human nature:  man must have a 

sense of discerning good from evil, identifying the truth, and fighting the good fight, 

of reaching for the Ultimate Truth, the Holy Infinite.  Without that sense, the 

individual sinks into despair and society unravels into dystopia.   

  

In the 1800s, a theory arose in Europe and in the United States that rejected the 

notion that individuals, and through them society, must by nature reach for the 

truth.  Instead, it argued that a soft science of administration could chart the way 

forward for society and help divine for individuals their path in life. To do so, it had 

to relieve citizens of man’s great task –discerning good from evil, in their personal 

lives and in charting the course of state. It ridiculed the individual’s reach for the 

Infinite through faith, and society’s reach through a national sovereign.  

 

This science of administration is the common tool of communism, fascism and 

progressivism.   

 

After World War II, Europe, paradoxically, embraced the science of administration 

as a way to ensure peace.  It feared the fight, even though nature and history tell us 

that such fear invites political aggression, followed by physical aggression. And so, 

now Europe does not understand western civilization, much less defend it.  It holds 

religion, liberty, capitalism, and patriotism as antiquated notions, that reminisce an 

ignorant era.  It dulls the need to have a border or even a country, because there’s 

less to defend.  It holds traditional Americans as unrefined rogues who dwell on 

these notions of personal and national sovereignty, faith in God, and man’s yearning 

to reach for the Infinite. Deplorables. 
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In America, progressivism embraced the science of administration. It is an ideology 

in opposition to the Founding Principles and to Judeo-Christian principles.  It 

animates and forms the Progressive march.   

 

Four Roadblocks to Progressives 

Progressivism sees, in America, four hurdles to implementing its ideology.    

 

1) First, it must quell the notion of eternal truths, because that concept threatens the 
primacy of the administrative state.  It impairs the efficiency of the expert, whose 
programs and policies would have to yield to citizens’ rights. Progressives such as 
Theodore Roosevelt and Herbert Croly denied the existence of such permanent 
principles and “countered that the ends and scope of government were to be re-
defined in each historical [era].”  See Ronald J. Pestritto and William J. Atto, eds., 
American Progressivism: A Reader (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2008). 

2) Second, the separation of powers is bad because it safeguards rights and citizen 

control.  One way or another, power would have to be transferred from the 

legislature to experts in the executive branch.  

3) Third, state government had to be subdued, because it too favored citizen control. 

Progressives had to find a way, as Woodrow Wilson said (in The Study of 

Administration), “to make town, city, county, state, and federal governments ... 

interdependent and co-operative.” 

4) And fourth, and most important, there was the problem of the American people 

themselves, whom Wilson described as “selfish, ignorant, timid, stubborn, or 

foolish.” Deplorables.  They would have to be trained to respond, animal-like, to the 

experts.   

Individualism 

At the heart of it, progressives dislike American individualism—the sovereignty of 

the individual—and the eternal truths that support it.  They reinterpreted the 

Founding, the Declaration and the Constitution as quaint developments that were 

functional necessities, in order to break away from Britain and to settle the West.   

When the Bureau of Census declared the end of the Frontier in 1890, the 

Progressives seized the moment. Frederick Jackson Turner argued that the frontier 

necessitated individualism.  He said:  

Complex [or modern] society is precipitated by the wilderness 

into a kind of primitive organization, based on the family. The 
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tendency is anti-social. It produces antipathy to control, and 

particularly to any direct control. 

 

The frontier mentality had been necessary for establishing independence and for 

settling the frontier, but with that gone, America must evolve. 

The Progressives set to work on overcoming their hurdles.  And you all know well 

what it has done during the last 130 years.  It has in significant part combined the 

three governmental powers into one—in the administrative state—and it has 

transferred power from the states to the federal administrative state.  It has made 

state governments, and even local governments, its functionaries.   

It used, and still uses, a common set of mechanisms across departments to 

accomplish its objectives.  These include mechanisms intended to undermine state 

sovereignty such as grants to states conditioned on the adoption of federally 

preferred policies; state plans whereby the federal government reviews and 

approves a state’s strategies for addressing a whole subject area like transportation 

and education; conditional grants that undermine state sovereignty by going 

directly to local government.  It also includes mechanisms that undermine state 

sovereignty and that condition the will of state citizens, such as large swaths of 

biased federal research, public-private partnerships, and federally financed public 

relations campaigns. There is another consequence.   

Education 

Progressives have succeeded in eviscerating authentic education in favor of one that 

infantilizes Americans, to the benefit of the administrative state of course.   

The study of authentic history is avoided in favor of social studies, teaching man’s 

dependency on the community and the need to compromise.   

The study of great, narrative literature is a threat.  It tells stories about the condition 

of man, moral dilemmas, and prudential decision-making.  It transmits culture to 

succeeding generations.  Consequently, its prominence in curriculum has been 

downgraded in favor of lower-complexity informational texts designed to teach 

students to fill out job reports.   

Science has been perverted into a tool for social justice.  And the child’s first 

academic encounter with the absolute—math—is now the jibber-jabber of Common 

Core, fuzzy math that fails to prepare children for STEM studies or even college.  

Progressives must suppress or confuse the study of absolutes, even in math.   
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We have rising generations who do not know their history or culture, and are thus 

unable to defend it, or even see a reason for defending it.  We follow in the footsteps 

of the Europeans. 

Progressives have locked us in.  They have constructed a system that makes true 

reform difficult.  

Beyond the destruction of state government and citizen engagement, they have also 

rendered Congress dysfunctional. 

Congress  

First there’s the filibuster rule, requiring 60 votes for a bill to have a vote on the 

senate floor. Around 1975, that rule was changed further so that senators don’t have 

to actually stand up and talk.  They can simply give notice that they don’t want an 

issue to move forward, and then the senate goes about other business.  As Byron 

York observed, even in the House, legislation is shaped with an eye of getting 60 

votes in the Senate.  This 60-vote requirement gives weak-willed Republican 

senators a ready mechanism to avoid the hard issues—the ones that must be raised 

in order to get back to Constitutional order.  The rule was ended for the selection of 

Supreme Court justices, but we should call it the “Souter Rule,” because that’s the 

type of outcome it ensures. 

It is also the saving grace for Democrats.  It keeps their most radical ideas from 

being debated and brought up for a vote, and thus shields their radical nature from 

the American people.   

But that’s not all. The system is rigged against dedicated constitutionalists, as well as 

against the citizen.   

Added to this, as Congressman Buck described in his book, the congressional 

committee system heavily favors members who raise lots of money for the party 

campaign committees.  This gives big business an almost insurmountable advantage 

in being heard and in setting the agenda.  New members have a choice:  fight for the 

constitution and the people, or pursue leadership.  Congressmen with a 

constitutional agenda, like Freedom Caucus members, find themselves kicked off to 

the sidelines.   

The committee system gives leadership a power windfall.  It has adopted the science 

of administration mentality.  The members are denigrated, infantilized.  As you all 

have experienced, time and time again, they often don’t have access to complex, 

1,000 page bills like ESSA until a day or two before the vote…much less a say in the 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/byron-york-trump-vs-the-filibuster/article/2632675
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content of those bills. 

But the most dangerous consequence is the threat to the American character. Afraid 

to fight the federal leviathan, governors search for accomplishment by signing onto 

federal programs, and pretending them to be theirs.  Republican senators and 

congressmen in unison proclaim the virtues of capitalism.  Yet, on unanimous 

consent, they pass the Workforce Opportunity Investment Act, a favorite of 

President Clinton.  They flirt with combining the Department of Education and the 

Department of Labor, as if there were an identity of interest between employer and 

employee—something only the most diehard of collectivists would claim.   

They embrace federalism and sovereignty among their constituents, yet they have 

no serious efforts to return any authorities to the states.  Instead, they make absurd 

claims such as giving the states “flexibility” is a return of sovereignty and state 

“accountability” to the federal government trumps federalism.   

The president tells the UN of an “America . . . governed by Americans,” one that 

rejects “the ideology of globalism and accept the doctrine of patriotism.”  Yet, at the 

same time, his Secretary of Education signs onto a globalist G20 education agenda 

that, among other things, pledges to “provide education that supports better 

integration of common values like freedom, tolerance, empathy, non-discrimination, 

human rights, a culture of peace and non-violence and sustainable development.”  

Yet, not a peep from Congress. 

Big Business 

Big, crony businesses prefer regulation.  They use it to gain a competitive advantage, 

to raise the cost of doing business for entrepreneurs and small companies that do 

not have the resources to navigate those hurdles.   

Truth 

We are losing the habit of sorting the good from the bad, and the consequences are 

devastating.  We have the lost the habit of fighting.  The progressives sense that and 

are evermore belligerent and irrational.  We are going the way of Europe.  Matters 

that not long ago would have been summarily dismissed in the public square now 

become obstacles.  Republicans cower before the ridiculous, afraid that the 

American people will not back them.  Afraid because they are not in the habit of 

fighting the good fight. 

Moreover, we are critically endangered.  The rising generations do not understand 

their culture.  They do not understand the difference between socialism and 
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capitalism.  They are ignorant of their rights, and of their source.  It is a farce, for 

example, to think the borders will be protected if the people are ignorant as to what 

is being protected.  No matter how much science informs us, we will never protect 

babies in the womb if the people do not know what a right is or are embarrassed to 

fight for them.  We will continue to slide away from capitalism –a concept at the very 

heart of the Constitution--if Republicans, conservatives, and libertarians are even 

afraid to use the word. 

Solutions: 

The Progressive machine is held together by weak tape.  

1) Making one change on Capitol Hill---changing the filibuster rule, the way 

committees are formed, or the way committee chairs are selected, will start a 

cascade of changes.   

2) Passing legislation on how federal grants are handled; federally financed PR 

campaigns; for cost benefit analyses of federal grants and regulations; and for 

transparency in how state employee testimony before their legislatures. 

 


