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 Although consolidation of the Departments of Education and Labor may sound appealing 

at first glance, standing up a new department with large portions of an old one is not the 

way to curtail functions—especially when the proposal seems to imply more intervention. 

 

 The proposal suggests creating alignment throughout an education-to-career pipeline. 

This is similar to policies pursued during the 1990s. Such efforts at “alignment” could 

ultimately lead to DC decision-makers increasing their micromanagement of local school 

policy to try to steer them—not to mention students—to what the federal government 

judges to be the economic trends of the day.  

 

 Adding “workforce” programs to ED, which are appropriately pursued in the private 

market, moves away from individual and industry-driven decision-making, and toward 

central planning. Although well-intentioned on the part of the administration, with 

Congress at the helm, merging Labor with ED is unlikely to result in downsizing and 

more likely to result in federal “planned economy” type policies. 

 

 If we want education that is responsive to market trends, we need to try market-based 

education. That’s best actualized through parents empowered to choose schools that are 

the right fit for their child. 

 

 The administration, along with Congress, needs to downsize the Department’s current 

structure. 

 

Recommendations: 

o Allow states to opt out of federal K–12 programs authorized under the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act and direct funding to the programs of their 

choice. Congress should give states more freedom in how federal education dollars are 

spent so that state and local leaders can use those resources in a way that will best serve 

student needs. The A-PLUS approach would create direct accountability to parents and 

taxpayers, aligning the incentives of states with the needs of families, not compliance 

with Washington. 

 

o Reduce the federal footprint in education by eliminating and consolidating 

programs. In conjunction with measures such as A-PLUS, federal policymakers should 

scale back the number of programs and consolidate funding among many others. The vast 

majority of competitive grant programs operated within the Department of Education 

should be eliminated and formula grant programs that are similarly structured should be 

subsumed under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 


