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September 14, 2009 

Eagle Forum Statement on the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 

A resolution, sponsored by Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-NY) to “recognize the 15th Anniversary of the 
enactment of the Violence Against Women Act,” has been placed on the suspension calendar and is scheduled to 
receive a vote today. 

UPDATE:  The House passed this resolution by an unrecorded voice vote on September 14, 2009. 
 
Eagle Forum has opposed the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) since it was first introduced by Vice 

President (and then-Senator) Joe Biden (D-DE) in 1994, when Democrats controlled both houses of Congress and 
President Bill Clinton signed the bill into law.  Eagle Forum president and founder, Phyllis Schlafly, has written 
extensively on the radical nature of VAWA and why Congress should defund it.  Eagle Forum remains opposed to 
VAWA, as well as any efforts to expand it. 

 
VAWA transfers $1 billion a year of American taxpayer dollars into the hands of radical feminist organizations 

who use the funds to preach anti-marriage and anti-male ideology, to promote divorce, to corrupt the family court system, 
and to engage in anti-family political advocacy.   

 
The Violence Against Women Act: 
 

• Encourages women to make false allegations and then petition for full child custody and a denial of 
fathers’ rights to see their own children.   

• Promotes the unrestrained use of restraining orders, which family courts issue on the woman’s say-so. 
• Assumes loose definitions of domestic violence that blur the difference between violent action and 

harmless marital tiffs and arguments.   
• VAWA-funded centers engage in political advocacy for feminist legislation such as the “must-arrest” and 

“no drop” laws even if there is no sign of violence and even if the women doesn’t want the man arrested. 
• Allows the definition of “abuse” to include things like minor insults, irritations, criticizing, ignoring the 

victim’s needs, jealousy, possessiveness, and facial expressions which occur in most marriages and 
relationships. 

• Funds the re-education of judges and law enforcement personnel to teach them feminist stereotypes about 
male abusers and female victims, how to game the system to empower women, and how to ride 
roughshod over the constitutional rights of men. 

 
There are laws in all 50 states to combat and fully prosecute crimes of assault and battery, but for fifteen 

years, VAWA has created a new level of crimes for which punishment is based on who you are rather than the acts you 
commit, and the “who” in the view of VAWA and the domestic-violence lobby is always the husband and father.  It is 
time to stop VAWA from spending any more taxpayers’ money to promote family dissolution and fatherless children.   
 

The next congressional vote for the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) will occur in 2010.  For 
more information on this topic, please visit http://www.eagleforum.org/topics/VAWA/,  

or contact Eagle Forum in Washington, D.C. at (202) 544-0353. 


