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English Language Advocates

1601 N Kent St Suite 1100
Arlington, VA 22209

U.S. Representative _
House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515-1807

Dear Representative _

We are writing to express our dismay and to ask you to reconsider your decision to co-sponsor
the Puerto Rico Democracy Act of 2009, H.R. 2499, introduced by Rep. Pedro Pierluisi (D-PR).

H.R. 2499 is carefully crafted "stealth" legislation intended to lead to the admission of Spanish-
speaking Puerto Rico as the 51st state. There is no other rationale to explain why Puerto Ricans
would be asked, as they are in this bill, to express their views for the fourth time since 1991 on
the question of their island's political status.l

And due to Puerto Rico's poverty relative to the U.S., it is certain to elect more big-government
liberals to Congress.

H.R. 2499 also has the following flaws:

• It allows U.S. citizens who were born in Puerto Rico but who now live and vote
elsewhere also to cast a vote on changing Puerto Rico's political status. This is
discriminatory and blatantly unfair to all other U.S. citizens.

• It creates a two-stage plebiscite process that limits voters' options in the hope of
engineering a false "landslide" vote in favor of statehood. Rather than being free to
choose from three options - commonwealth, statehood, and independence - as they have
in the past, in the first stage voters would have only two choices: 1) the current status, i.e.
the existing commonwealth, or 2) a different status, i.e. statehood or independence. If a
majority votes for a different status in round 1, then there will be a second plebiscite in
which voters will have only two options: 1) statehood or 2) some form or independence. ii

• Although billed as "non-binding," statehood proponents make no secret of their plan to
use a majority vote in favor of statehood to stampede Congress into admitting Puerto
Rico to the Union using some variant of the "Tennessee strategy." iii
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Admitting Puerto Rico as the 51sl state would have harmful fiscal, social, and security
consequences for the U.S.

According to the 2000 Census, Puerto Rico's per-capita income is less than 38 percent of U.S.
per-capita income. Almost half the island's inhabitants fall below the U.S. poverty leve1.4

Notwithstanding the fact that Puerto Ricans would have to start paying U.S. income taxes if the

Puerto Rico is an overwhelmingly Spanish-speaking country in which fewer than I in 5 persons
speak English. A committee amendment to H.R. 2499 to require Puerto Rico to adopt English as
the exclusive language of its government operations as a precondition for statehood failed on an
almost straight party-line vote. Unless Puerto Rico adopts English as its sole official language, its
admission as a state would transform the U.S. into an officially bilingual nation like Canada,
with all the costs, divisions, and conflicts such a change would generate.

Last, Puerto Rican nationalists have a chilling history of committing terrorist acts to further their
cause of Puerto Rican independence.5 The admission of Puerto Rico as a state after a contrived
vote in favor of statehood is sure to sow seeds of resentment in a significant segment of its
population. That in tum could reignite the serious threat of domestic terrorism.

We respectfully urge you to reconsider and withdraw your co-sponsorship ofH.R. 2499, and
oppose this ill-considered legislation when it comes to the House floor.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Endorsing Organizations

Let Freedom Ring, Inc. (Colin A. Hanna, President)

Eagle Forum (Phyllis Schlafly, Founder and President)

Pro English (K.C. McAlpin, Executive Director)

60 Plus Association (Jim Martin, President)

National Voters Alliance (Demos Chrissos, President)

English First (Aloysius Hogan, Government Relations Director)

One Nation Indivisible

Endorsing Individuals

Morton Blackwell, Chairman, Conservative Leadership PAC

Howard Phillips, Chairman, The Conservative Caucus

Richard 0 Rowland, President Emeritus, Grassroots Institute of Hawaii

Nacia Blom, Executive Director, Hawaiian Values.US

Richard W.C. Falknor, Chairman, Maryland Center-Right Coalition



I Puerto Ricans rejected statehood in national plebiscites held in 1993 and 1998. In 1991 they rejected an amendment to "review"
their country's commonwealth status. In the first plebiscite held in 1967, Puerto Ricans also rejected statehood.

2 Puerto Rican Popular Democratic Party spokesman Sen. Juan E. Hernandez-Mayoral observes. "With the commonwealth
option out of the ballot. statehood is finally, albeit crookedly. assured a victory."

3 After a 1795 territorial census found that a majority of Tennessee's residents favored statehood, its territorial legislature elected
two "U.S. Senators" who traveled to Washington to demand their seats in Congress. Despite opposition Congress relented and
Tennessee was admitted as a state on June I, 1796. Puerto Rico's pro-statehood party's platform says the party will use every
option including the Tennessee option to achieve statehood.

4 According to the 2000 Census, Puerto Rico's average per-capita income was $8,185 versus $21,587 in the U.S.

5 The Puerto Rican organization FALN ("Armed Forces of National Liberation") is credited with more than 120 bombings and
other acts of terrorism against U.S. targets between 1974 and 1983. Gina M. Perez, Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional
(FALN), Encyclopedia of Chicago. In 2006 the FBI raided homes and a business in Puerto Rico "to prevent a 'domestic terrorist
attack.' " The New York Sun, Feb. 13, 2006.
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